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The year is 1880. New York City's 
swelling population has created a 
housing crisis. Immigrant families 
crowd into apartments that lack light, 
ventilation, and sanitary facilities. 
Children have nowhere to play except 
in the streets and are often kept out of 
school to work and help support their 
families. You are a reformer who 
wishes to help immigrants improve 
their lives. 

What would you 
do to improve 
conditions? 

Examine the Issues 

• How can immigrants gain access to 
the services they need? 

• What skills do newcomers need? 

How might immigrants respond to 
help from an outsider? 
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